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May 29, 2020 
 

Dear Staff, Parents, Guardians, and Community Members, 
 
Welcome to the home stretch!  Two more weeks and we’ve made it!  I can’t thank each of you enough for your 
commitment and efforts in making our online learning environment successful for such an extended period of 
time.  We know that this has not been easy or perfect by any means, but considering our circumstances, I 
couldn’t be more proud of our school community’s response during this unprecedented time in our lives.   
 
I know that there are still many questions to be answered not only for this year, but also for next year.  I 
appreciate your patience, but please continue to be mindful that many of the issues are not being determined 
locally.  We are often awaiting guidance from the Governor or the Commissioner, and sometimes the immediate 
announcement comes from the Governor and then we have to wait for specific guidance from the Department of 
Education.  I know you must think that we get prior direction leading up to these decisions, but unfortunately, we 
do not.  Therefore, we don’t always have an immediate plan in place at the time of the announcement or 
determination because we have not received any prior information. 
 
With that said, our plan is to focus on the completion of the academic year over the next two weeks.  I know as 
the weather becomes more inviting, our attention may shift, but let’s try to get the most productivity out of our 
last 10 days.   I anticipate that over the next two weeks, we will receive guidance on a procedure to have 
everyone return to remove their personal belongings.  We are planning for this process to occur during the last 
two weeks in June, if not early July.  We have been encouraged not to proceed with the return of these items 
until guidance has been issued.  Please note that there may be some individual circumstances that will be 
addressed during the next two weeks, but you will be notified directly by your building principals regarding these 
individual prioritizations. 
 
In terms of our end-of-year ceremonies, we are pleased to announce the following: Our 6th grade clap-out will 
be held on June 10th for both Allen W. Roberts and Salt Brook schools at the Community Pool parking lot.  
Specific details have been issued by Mrs. Drexinger and Mrs. Hansen.  I would like to thank the New 
Providence Police Department, Borough officials and the Community Pool officials for their collaboration with the 
planning of this event.  In addition, with Governor Murphy’s recent announcement, we are thrilled to be able to 
host both promotion and graduation on Lieder Field.  Promotion will be held on July 8th and graduation will be 
held on July 9th.  Both ceremonies will commence at 7:00 P.M. so that we may avoid some of the summer heat 
and late afternoon thunderstorms.  We may push these events back to a start time of 8:00 P.M. if necessitated 
by weather. 
 
In order for these three events to be successful, I ask you to be ever mindful of the following: Our top priority is 
the health and safety of our students, staff, and families.  This will be achieved if all of our constituents are 
patient with one another, respectful of one another, demonstrate social responsibility, and are mindful and 
appreciative of the many guidelines that will be in place at these events.  We are excited and relieved that we 
will be able to honor our students’ achievements at these three traditional events, but they will only be 
successful with your utmost cooperation, patience and understanding.   
 
The Department of Education has issued significant guidance regarding these July events which we will need to 
adhere to, but at the same time, we anticipate that these current standards may be relaxed further over the next 
month.  You can review the guidelines on the Department of Education’s website HERE.  Currently, only 25 
individuals may gather for an outdoor event with social distancing.  We anticipate that this number will increase 
over time.  As you can imagine, this stipulation alone has a tremendous bearing on the event or number of 
events that must be held in order to graduate each senior or promote each 8th grader.  Our goal is to maintain 
the integrity and traditional format of the events, while being conscious of everyone’s health and safety.  
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Therefore, the development process for each ceremony will be fluid over the next few weeks so that we can 
make these events as genuine and safe as possible while meeting the Department’s guidelines.  Please allow 
the upcoming weeks for us to achieve these goals.  Mrs. Zirpoli will provide more detailed information later in 
June regarding promotion and graduation when we are confident that we have established the appropriate 
framework.  We thank you in advance for your understanding and patience. 
 
Enjoy your weekend! 

 
Be well, 
 
 
 
 

 
DAVID M. MICELI, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


